
The History of Racism in Boston:
A Resource List

Colonial to Pre-Civil Rights

● Blatt,  Martin  H.,  Thomas  J.  Brown,  and  Donald  Yacovone.  Hope  and Glory:  Essays  on the

Legacy  of  the  54th Massachusetts  Regiment.  Univ  of  Massachusetts  Press,  2009.

● Brown,  Lois.  Pauline  Elizabeth Hopkins:  Black  Daughter  of  the  Revolution.  Chapel  Hill:

University  of  North Carolina Press,  2008.

● Emilio,  Luis  Fenollosa.  History  of  the  Fifty-Fourth Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Volunteer

Infantry,  18631865.  Boston  Book  Company,  1894.

● Farrow,  Anne,  Joel Lang,  and  Jenifer  Frank.  Complicity:  How  the  North  Promoted,  Prolonged,

and Profited from  Slavery.  Ballantine  Books,  2006.

● Hardesty, Jared. Black Lives, Native Lands, White Worlds: A History of Slavery in New

England. First, Bright Leaf, 2019.

● Hardesty, Jared. Unfreedom: Slavery and Dependence in Eighteenth-Century Boston.

New York University Press, 2018.

● Horton, James Oliver, and Lois E. Horton. Black Bostonians: Family Life and

Community Struggle in the Antebellum North. Holmes & Meier, 2000.

● Jacobs,  Donald  M.  Courage  and Conscience:  Black  &  White  Abolitionists  in  Boston.  Indiana

University  Press, 1993.

https://nyupress.org/9781479816149/unfreedom/
https://www.amazon.com/James-Oliver-Horton/dp/0841913803/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Black+Bostonians%3A+Family+Life+and+Community+Struggle+in+the+Antebellum+North&qid=1597732458&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/James-Oliver-Horton/dp/0841913803/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Black+Bostonians%3A+Family+Life+and+Community+Struggle+in+the+Antebellum+North&qid=1597732458&s=books&sr=1-1


● Kantrowitz, Stephen David. More than Freedom: Fighting for Black Citizenship in a

White Republic, 1829-1889. Penguin Books, 2013.

● Kendrick,  Stephen,  and  Paul Kendrick.  Sarah’s  Long Walk:  The  Free  Blacks  Of  Boston And

How  Their Struggle  For  Equality  Changed America.  Beacon  Press,  2004.

● Levesque,  George  A.  “Inherent  Reformers-Inherited Orthodoxy:  Black  Baptists  in Boston,

1800-1873.”  The Journal  of  Negro History  60,  no.  4  (October  1,  1975):  491–525.

● Melish, Joanne Pope. Disowning Slavery Gradual Emancipation and Race in New 

England, 1780-1860. Cornell University Press, 2016.

● Newell, Margaret Ellen. Brethren by Nature: New England Indians, Colonists, and the

Origins of American Slavery. Reprint, Cornell University Press, 2016.

● Paul,  Susan,  and  Lois  Brown.  Memoir of  James  Jackson:  The  Attentive  and Obedient  Scholar,

Who  Died in Boston,  October  31,  1833,  Aged Six  Years  and Eleven Months.  Harvard  University

Press,  2000.

● Rael,  Patrick.  Black  Identity  and Black  Protest  in  the  Antebellum  North.  Univ  of  North

Carolina  Press,  2003.

● Rugemer,  Edward  Bartlett.  The  Problem  of  Emancipation:  The  Caribbean Roots  of  the

American Civil  War. LSU  Press,  2008.

● Stewart,  Maria  W.  Maria  W.  Stewart,  America’s First  Black  Woman  Political Writer:  Essays and

Speeches. Indiana  University  Press,  1987.

● Warren, Wendy. New England Bound: Slavery and Colonization in Early

America. Liveright Publishing Corporation, 2017.

https://www.amazon.com/More-Than-Freedom-Citizenship-1829-1889/dp/0143123440
https://www.amazon.com/More-Than-Freedom-Citizenship-1829-1889/dp/0143123440
https://www.amazon.com/Disowning-Slavery-Gradual-Emancipation-1780-1860/dp/0801484375
https://www.amazon.com/Disowning-Slavery-Gradual-Emancipation-1780-1860/dp/0801484375
https://www.amazon.com/New-England-Bound-Slavery-Colonization/dp/1631493248


● Weierman, Karen Woods. The Case of the Slave-Child, Med: Free Soil in Antislavery Boston.

University of Massachusetts Press, 2019.

● Weiler, Kathleen. Maria Baldwin's Worlds: A Story of Black New England and the Fight

For Racial Justice. University of Massachusetts Press, 2019.

● Wilder, Craig Steven. Ebony and Ivy: Race, Slavery and the Troubled History of

America's Universities. Bloombsbury, 2014.

Civil Rights – Present

General

● FitzGerald, Frances. The Evangelicals: The Struggle to Shape America. Simon &

Schuster Paperbacks, 2018.

● Johnson, Marilynn S. The New Bostonians: How Immigrants Have Transformed the

Metro Area since the 1960s. University of Massachusetts Press, 2015.

● Sokol, Jason. All Eyes Are Upon Us: Race and Politics from Boston to Brooklyn. Basic

Books, 2014.

● Vrabel, Jim. A People's History of the New Boston. University of Massachusetts Press,

2014.

Police Stories

● Lehr, Dick. The Fence: A Police Cover-Up Along Boston's Racial Divide. Harper, 2010.

● O'Donnell, Lawrence. Deadly Force: A Police Shooting and My Family's Search for

the Truth. William Morrow, an Imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, 2018.

● Scalese, Roberto. “The Charles Stuart Murders and the Racist Branding Boston Just

Can't Seem to Shake.” Boston.com, The Boston Globe, 22 Oct. 2014,

www.boston.com/news/local-news/2014/10/22/the-charles-stuart-murders-and

the-racist-branding-boston-just-cant-seem-to-shake.

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1625344767/?coliid=I2XUY2XOCJNXTW&colid=1WHLUIGCYG2US&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/Maria-Baldwins-Worlds-England-Justice/dp/1625344775
https://www.amazon.com/Maria-Baldwins-Worlds-England-Justice/dp/1625344775
https://www.amazon.com/Ebony-Ivy-Troubled-Americas-Universities/dp/1608194027/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=ebony+and+ivory&qid=1581690577&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ebony-Ivy-Troubled-Americas-Universities/dp/1608194027/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=ebony+and+ivory&qid=1581690577&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Evangelicals-Struggle-Shape-America/dp/1439131333
https://www.amazon.com/New-Bostonians-Immigrants-Transformed-Metro/dp/1625341474/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+New+Bostonians%3A+How+Immigrants+Have+Transformed+the+Metro+Area+since+the+1960s&qid=1597732411&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/New-Bostonians-Immigrants-Transformed-Metro/dp/1625341474/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+New+Bostonians%3A+How+Immigrants+Have+Transformed+the+Metro+Area+since+the+1960s&qid=1597732411&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/All-Eyes-are-Upon-Us/dp/046502226X?keywords=racism+from+Boston+to+Brooklyn&qid=1547482053&sr=8-1-fkmrnull&ref=sr_1_fkmrnull_1
https://www.amazon.com/All-Eyes-are-Upon-Us/dp/046502226X?keywords=racism+from+Boston+to+Brooklyn&qid=1547482053&sr=8-1-fkmrnull&ref=sr_1_fkmrnull_1
https://www.amazon.com/Peoples-History-New-Boston/dp/1625340761/ref=sr_1_1?crid=DR6IFE4S8F8V&dchild=1&keywords=a+peoples+history+of+the+new+boston&qid=1597892118&s=books&sprefix=A+People%27s+History+of+the+New+Boston%2Cstripbooks%2C167&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fence-Police-Cover-up-Bostons-Racial/dp/0060780991
https://www.amazon.com/Deadly-Force-Police-Shooting-Familys/dp/0062870130
https://www.amazon.com/Deadly-Force-Police-Shooting-Familys/dp/0062870130
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2014/10/22/the-charles-stuart-murders-and-the-racist-branding-boston-just-cant-seem-to-shake
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2014/10/22/the-charles-stuart-murders-and-the-racist-branding-boston-just-cant-seem-to-shake


● “Trial 4 | Official Trailer | Netflix.” YouTube, uploaded by Netflix, 28 Oct. 2020,

www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_X_WqC75Yc.

Boston Sports & Racism

● Bryant, Howard. Shut Out: A Story of Race and Baseball in Boston. Routledge, 2002.

Housing and Community Development

● Dominguez Gray, Maria. “The Creation of the Villa Victoria.” ReVista: Harvard

Review of Latin America, Spring 2008,

http://revista.drclas.harvard.edu/book/creation-villa-victoria

● “Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia,

Wikimedia Commons, 18 Jan. 2020, 6:53 p.m. (UTC)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dudley_Street_Neighborhood_Initiative

● Finfer, Lew. “The ‘Good Intentions’ Program That Devastated Boston’s

Neighborhoods.” The Boston Globe, 18 Jan. 2019,

www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2019/01/18/the-good-intentions-program-that

devastated-boston-neighborhoods/7ZWLqOYfM03SaTBJn4jRiK/story.html.

● Liu, Michael. Forever Struggle. Amsterdam-Netherlands, Netherlands, Amsterdam

University Press, 2020. https://www.umasspress.com/9781625345462/forever-struggle/.

● Ryan, Andrew. “A Brand New Boston, Even Whiter than the Old.” Boston Globe, 11

Dec. 2017, https://apps.bostonglobe.com/spotlight/boston-racism-image

reality/series/seaport/?s_campaign=breakingnews:newsletter.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_X_WqC75Yc
https://www.amazon.com/Shut-Out-Story-Baseball-Boston/dp/0807009792/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2AREUYQVYBWUQ&dchild=1&keywords=shut+out&qid=1599196097&s=books&sprefix=shut+out%2Cstripbooks%2C164&sr=1-2
http://revista.drclas.harvard.edu/book/creation-villa-victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dudley_Street_Neighborhood_Initiative
http://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2019/01/18/the-good-intentions-program-that-devastated-boston-neighborhoods/7ZWLqOYfM03SaTBJn4jRiK/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2019/01/18/the-good-intentions-program-that-devastated-boston-neighborhoods/7ZWLqOYfM03SaTBJn4jRiK/story.html
https://www.umasspress.com/9781625345462/forever-struggle/
https://apps.bostonglobe.com/spotlight/boston-racism-image-reality/series/seaport/?s_campaign=breakingnews:newsletter
https://apps.bostonglobe.com/spotlight/boston-racism-image-reality/series/seaport/?s_campaign=breakingnews:newsletter


Education:

● “Boston Desegregation Busing Crisis.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia,

Wikimedia Foundation, 25 Jul. 2020, 09:50 (UTC),

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_desegregation_busing_crisis

● Delmont, Matthew. “The Lasting Legacy of the Busing Crisis.” The Atlantic,

The Atlantic, 29 Mar. 2016, https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016

/03/the boston-busing-crisis-was-never-intended-to-work/474264/.

● Delmont, Matthew F. Why Busing Failed: Race, Media, and the National Resistance

to School Desegregation. University of California Press, 2016.

● Encarnacao, Jack. “Educators Claim Racial Bias Exists in BPS Discipline.”

BostonHerald.com, The Boston Herald, 4 Apr. 2016,

http://www.bostonherald.com/2016/04/04/educators-claim-racial-bias-exists-in

bps-discipline/.

● Gay, Malcolm. “The Race to Get into Boston Exam Schools.” BostonGlobe.com, The

Boston Globe, 17 Jan. 2019, https://apps.bostonglobe.com/magazine

/graphics/2019/01/17/valedictorians/exam-school divide/?event=event12.

● Gellerman, Bruce. “Busing Left Deep Scars On Boston, Its Students.” WBUR, 05 

Sept. 2014, https://www.wbur.org/news/2014/09/05/boston-busing-effects 

● Gellerman, Bruce. “'It Was Like A War Zone': Busing In Boston.” WBUR, 05 Sept. 

2014, https://www.wbur.org/news/2014/09/05/boston-busing-anniversary

● Lukas, Anthony. Common Ground: A Turbulent Decade in the Lives of Three American Families.

1st Vintage Books ed, Vintage, 1986.

● Masur, Louis P. The Soiling of Old Glory: The Story of a Photograph That Shocked

America. Bloomsbury, 2009.

● Michelson, Richard, and Robert Roth. Busing Brewster. David R. Godine, Publisher,

2019. (Children’s Book)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_desegregation_busing_crisis
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/03/the-boston-busing-crisis-was-never-intended-to-work/474264/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/03/the-boston-busing-crisis-was-never-intended-to-work/474264/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0520284259/?coliid=I1AO318XPK59OK&colid=1WHLUIGCYG2US&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0520284259/?coliid=I1AO318XPK59OK&colid=1WHLUIGCYG2US&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
http://www.bostonherald.com/2016/04/04/educators-claim-racial-bias-exists-in-bps-discipline/
http://www.bostonherald.com/2016/04/04/educators-claim-racial-bias-exists-in-bps-discipline/
https://apps.bostonglobe.com/magazine/graphics/2019/01/17/valedictorians/exam-school-divide/?event=event12
https://apps.bostonglobe.com/magazine/graphics/2019/01/17/valedictorians/exam-school-divide/?event=event12
https://www.wbur.org/news/2014/09/05/boston-busing-effects
https://www.wbur.org/news/2014/09/05/boston-busing-anniversary
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1596916001/?coliid=I2VTL2UIZ7KI74&colid=1WHLUIGCYG2US&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1596916001/?coliid=I2VTL2UIZ7KI74&colid=1WHLUIGCYG2US&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1567926444/?coliid=I1F8C8EVFLJ3MP&colid=1WHLUIGCYG2US&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it


Wealth Inequality:

● Muñoz, Ana Patricia, et al. “The Color of Wealth in Boston.” Federal Reserve Bank

of Boston, 15 Mar. 2015, https://www.bostonfed.org/publications/one-time

pubs/color-of-wealth.aspx

Health:

● Kowalczyk, Liz. “The Color Line Persists, In Sickness As in Health.”

BostonGlobe.com, Boston Globe, 12 Dec. 2017, https://apps.bostonglobe.com

/spotlight/boston-racism-image-reality/series/hospitals/?p1=Spotlight_Race_

TopNav.

Urban Planning:

● Brennan, Michael J., ""The Dream is in the Process:" Environmental Racism and

Environmental Justice in Boston, 1900 to 2000" (2019). Electronic Theses and

Dissertations. 3102. https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/etd/3102

● Crockett, Karilyn. People Before Highways. Amsterdam-Netherlands, Netherlands,

Amsterdam University Press, 2018.

https://www.umasspress.com/9781625342973/people-before-highways/

● Cruz, Tatiana. “Boston's Struggle in Black and Brown: Racial Politics, Community

Development, and Grassroots Organizing, 1960-1985” (2017). Dissertations and

Theses (Ph.D. and Master's). https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/

handle/2027.42/140982/tatianac_1.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=n

● McMorrow, Paul. “Making the Fairmont Line Gentrification Proof.”

BostonGlobe.com, The Boston Globe, 15 Jul. 2014, www.bostonglobe.com/

opinion/2014/07/15/making-fairmount-line-gentrification-proof/

KB568Ymham1MCS6iY7bPgM/story.html.

https://www.bostonfed.org/publications/one-time-pubs/color-of-wealth.aspx
https://www.bostonfed.org/publications/one-time-pubs/color-of-wealth.aspx
https://apps.bostonglobe.com/spotlight/boston-racism-image-reality/series/hospitals/?p1=Spotlight_Race_TopNav
https://apps.bostonglobe.com/spotlight/boston-racism-image-reality/series/hospitals/?p1=Spotlight_Race_TopNav
https://apps.bostonglobe.com/spotlight/boston-racism-image-reality/series/hospitals/?p1=Spotlight_Race_TopNav
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/etd/3102%20
https://www.umasspress.com/9781625342973/people-before-highways/
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/140982/tatianac_1.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=n
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/140982/tatianac_1.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=n
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2014/07/15/making-fairmount-line-gentrification-proof/KB568Ymham1MCS6iY7bPgM/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2014/07/15/making-fairmount-line-gentrification-proof/KB568Ymham1MCS6iY7bPgM/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2014/07/15/making-fairmount-line-gentrification-proof/KB568Ymham1MCS6iY7bPgM/story.html


Additional Resources on Northern Racism that Include Boston

● Bradley, Stefan M. Upending The Ivory Tower: Civil Rights, Black Power, And The Ivy

League. New York University Press, 2018.

● Purnell, Brian, et al. The Strange Careers of the Jim Crow North: Segregation and

Struggle Outside of the South. New York University Press., 2019.

● Sugrue, Thomas J. Sweet Land of Liberty: the Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rights in

the North. Random House, 2009.

● Theoharis, Jeanne, and Komozi Woodard. Freedom North: Black Freedom Struggles

Outside the South, 1940-1980. Palgrave Macmillan, 2003.

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1479873993/?coliid=I2ICO6LBP2VTC3&colid=1WHLUIGCYG2US&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1479873993/?coliid=I2ICO6LBP2VTC3&colid=1WHLUIGCYG2US&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1479820334/?coliid=I1KUPMGZ0YRYI7&colid=1WHLUIGCYG2US&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1479820334/?coliid=I1KUPMGZ0YRYI7&colid=1WHLUIGCYG2US&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0812970381/?coliid=I2M3QP22MND4OD&colid=1WHLUIGCYG2US&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0812970381/?coliid=I2M3QP22MND4OD&colid=1WHLUIGCYG2US&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0312294689/?coliid=I2GCGNKRRHHPPT&colid=1WHLUIGCYG2US&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0312294689/?coliid=I2GCGNKRRHHPPT&colid=1WHLUIGCYG2US&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it

